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Two very different trends can be seen in recent work in syntax. While Chomsky has 
narrowed the scope of syntax, suggesting that various traditional syntactic phenomena 
are not part of syntax proper, others such as Culicover (1999) have emphasized the 
size and the importance of the periphery of marked constructions with distinctive 
properties of their own. Among others Culicover highlights the comparative 
correlative construction exempli fied by The more I read, the more I understand, 
which is explored in Culicover and Jackendoff (1999). Culicover and Jackendoff 
suggest that ‘More cross-linguistic work is called for on this and other idiosyncratic 
constructions’ . Accepting this, I will look in this talk at the Polish comparative 
correlative construction exemplified by 
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pracujesz, IM more tired you-are TYM worse you-work, ‘The more tired you are, the 
worse you work’ . I will outline a formal analysis of the Polish construction within 
Head-driven Phrase Structure Grammar (HPSG), and also sketch a formal analysis of 
the English construction, which Culicover and Jackendoff do not. I will show that it is 
not too difficult to accommodate these constructions within HPSG but that they 
appear problematic for minimalism. 
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